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SARAH PIERCE

True Cowgirl Brings It On

By Mary Anne Connolly

Sarah Pierce is an Austin-based singer-songwriter whose low,

languid voice and easy-going country style have been likened to

that of country and folk chanteuses Nanci Griffith, Emmylou Harris

and Joni Mitchell. Raised on cattle ranches in Illinois, Texas and

Colorado, she dis- covered her true home in Austin in 1993. The

stepdaugh- ter of a smalltown doctor, Pierce first pursued a career

in medicine after years of intense study, which resulted in her

working as a physicianÕs assistant in Denver, while making music

on the side. Sarah Pierce and the Healers were soon born.

Discovered in a local club in Phoenix, she ended up on a 13-week

tour opening for John McEuen of The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. This

year, Pierce releases her eighth CD, Bring It On, to much critical

acclaim.

AUSTIN WOMAN: Tell us about your musical roots.

SARAH PIERCE: I started singing to the cattle on the ranch when I was 3 or so. Neither the cattle nor my

horse seemed to mind. There was no thought as to whether it was good or not, I just loved to sing and

they let me. In fifth grade, I was thrown out of the choir because I sang low like a boy. That was pretty

devastating and kept me singing to only the cows for years afterwards. Then, when I was 12, my

stepfather asked me to sing in his country band. I thought he was crazy. He said he had been listening to

me when I didnÕt know it and he wanted me to be in the band. The first song I sang was Help Me Make It

Through the Night. I got up to sing, [but] I was so scared. In the first verse, everyone stopped and stared.

My mother made some poor cowboy dance with her to get close enough to the stage to tell me to smile.

All I could think in the back of my mind was, ÒOh my god, they hate it.Ó There was not a sound in the

room. When it was over, they went crazy. I truly thought they were crazy, but I kept singing in the band

when I was home from school.

AW: Tell us about your upbringing.

SP: My fatherÕs family were cattlemen. Both men and women are in the CattlemenÕs Hall of Fame. The

ranches were in Illinois, Texas, Colorado and Florida, so my father moved us from ranch to ranch every

few years. When I was on the ranch in Brady, [TX], I was just 4. I clearly remember just wanting to get out

of there. Chickens and goats in the kitchen and tarantulas in my baby swimming pool.
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AW: How did your family influence you as a singer?

SP: My father gave me songs. My grandmother on my motherÕs side made sure I never gave up on

anything that I wanted to do. I miss her.

AW: How much did the country lifestyle and your childhood travel influence your work?

SP: Completely. I hold the ÒCowboy CodeÓ in many aspects of my life. The animals always eat first. I can be

old-fashioned, especially in my work ethic. Sometimes it scares me. I respect Mother Earth and all she has

to show/share with us. Maybe that is Òhippie cowboy,Ó but nonetheless, it is my honor to be here.

AW: Who are your greatest musical influences?

SP: I was only allowed to listen to country music growing up. My father was very strict that way. So I

listened to some of the greatest singers ever: Patsy Cline, Ray Price, The Statler Brothers, Barbara

Mandrell. I even got to listen to Karen Carpenter and Cole Porter once in a while. When I met my husband,

he introduced me to Etta James, Aretha Franklin, The Beatles and some of my favorite musiciansÑJames

Jamison, Duck Dunn and Steve Cropper.

AW: Tell us a bit about leaving your day job to become a full-time touring musician.

SP: It was simply meant to be. I had no doubt whatsoever that music was the path I had to take. I went to

medical school and got my degree so my parents would get off my back and let me sing. I fell in love with

my patients. I practiced in Denver for a short while before moving to Phoenix. Once there, I toured for a

few years before coming to Austin. Now, when not touring, I practice with Steve Margolin, M.D., and Paul

Keinarth, M.D.Ñabsolutely phenomenal physicians. Steve and Paul have believed in me for years,

supported my music at all times and have never made me choose between the dream that I live for and

the patients I love.

AW: Tell us about your new CD, Bring It On.

SP: I wrote the title song from the standpoint of a girl that is very self-aware. It seemed appropriate to

what is going on with me at this point in my life. I have nothing to hide, this is how I write, it is how I sing.

This is who I am. I love my life; I know how lucky I am to be able to do what I love. If my music touches you,

I am honored. I still have great faith in humanity, and, whatever I can do to make the world a better place,

I am going to do it. My contribution seems to be in my songs.

AW: Future of country music?

SP: I love old country music. I wish I wrote that way. It just does not come out of me in that form. I love

that country music tells a story, makes you cry, feel like the girl next door, feel like you are OK. I donÕt like

some of the changes over the past few years. Destroying guitars makes me sad, and pitch correction just

makes me mad. I just hope that the songs that touch our hearts continue to be put out there.

For more information on Sarah Pierce, visit sarahpierce.com.

UPCOMING SHOWS

Sept. 2: Luckenbach Dance Hall

Sept. 3: The Green MesquiteÐÒFamily Release PartyÓ
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